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Agenda Request

Requested Meeting Date: January 27,2026
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Agenda ltem #t OUNTY

-.sr 

1857-
Title of ltem: Continue Public Hearing on Amendments to Shoreland Ordinance

./ REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested:

./
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Approve/Deny Motion

Adopt Resolution (attach draft)

Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

Hold Public Hearing*

Submitted by:
Andrew Carlstrom

Department:
Environmental Services

Presenter (Name and Title):
Andrew Carlstrom, Environmental Services Director

Estimated Time Needed:
10 Minutes

Summary of lssue:

On November 17,2025 the Aitkin County Planning Commission approved the proposed amendments to the Aitkin
County Shoreland Management Ordinance. A public notice was published in the Aitkin Age on December 24,2025
and on January 14,2026 and of the continuance of this Public Hearing today. ln accordance with MN Statute 394 and
Rule 11 of the Aitkin County Ordinances and Procedures of the Board of Commissioners Meeting Procedures and
Rules of Business Board of Commissioners, two readings shall be conducted prior to the adoption of the amendment.
The proposed amendments brought forth by the public and recommended by the Commissioners, and in addition to
what the Planning Commission previously recommended approving are as follows:

Section 7.22 B(3\: Re-introduce original language of '113 of the trees/shrubs greater than 5" in diameter 4.5 feet above
ground level (DBH)....."
Section 7.228(4): Embolden "may be allowed with an approved vegetation alteration permif'to ensure reader knows
a permit is required.

Please see attached public notice, memorandum with proposed summary of changes, and a proposed resolution.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Gomments:
Discussion Only

Recommended Action/Motion :

Discussion Only

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cosf associafed with this request? r' No

Please Explain:

Yes

What is the total cost, with tax and
ls fhis budgeted? Yes

shipping? $

fl to

Legally binding agreements must have County Aftorney approval prior to submission
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-Public Notice Ad Proo!
This is the proof of your ad scheduled to run on the dates

indicated below. Please proof read carefully, lf changes are needed,

please contact us prior to deadline at
Cambridge (763) 691-6000 or email at publicnotice@apgecm.corn

Aitkin Independert Age

AITKIN COUNTY
NOTICE OF HEARING

On Janrary 27,2026 at 10AM
and in accordance with MN Statute
394 and Rule 1 

'1 ot the Aitkin Coun-
ty O.dinances and Ptocodures
ot the Eoard of Commissioners
Meeting Procedures and Fules o{
Business, the Aitkin County Eoard
oi Commissioners will continue its
Public H.aring from the January 6,
2026 regularly scheduled meeting,
on the proposed amandmonts to
the Aitkin Coun$ Snoreland Ordi-
nance. A second teading will occur
on ihis date, as well as ihe pro-
posed adoption of these amend-
ments.

A summary ot tho proposed
changes are as follows:

. Section 2.7 - Administrative
additions to and revision of
definitions

. Seciion 4.25 - Administrative
update of the classilication list
for land uses

. gection 7.22 - Administrative
updated language on
vegetalion alierations

. Section 9.82 - Open Spacel
Common 0pen Space
Administrative Change

The following is the past and
preseni tentative timeline for the
proposad amendments:

d&sl8 -lu!.18*e0?5:
30 Oay Press Release for writ-

ten public comments on proposed
amendmeots,

Jtdy3laoa*
County Boad "Committee of

the Whole" public meeting to dis-
cuss the proposed amendmet*s
and rseive Gomments from the
public.

Ss-pteobr:La0a5:
Aitkin County Planning Commis-

sion's he'd public workshop and
received public comments on pro-
posed amendments,

Nowmber 17JZ0IA
Aitkin County Planning Com-

mission Public Hearing on lhe pro-
posed amendments.

Janunu-o-202S
Aitkin County Eoard o{ Commis-

sioners Public Hearing and First
Readlng of proposed amendments.

Jaouenl??-:aalii
Aitkin County goard of Com-

missioneF continuation of the
Public Hearing, Sacond Reading,
and tentative approval oi proposed
amendrnenls.

A lull texi version of the pro-
posed Ailkin County Shoteland
Management ordinaoce can be
lound in its enlirety online at:
htlpiltlMr!.,cpdilkiFJnn lrlf under
News & Notices. li is also avail-
able for public /eview at the Aitkin
County Planning and Zoning Otfice
at the Aiikin County Gov€rnment
Center during regular business
hours. Cornments can be submit-
ted in writing to the Aitkin County
Planning and ZoningQttice:3A7 2d
St NW, Rm 219, Aitkin, MN 56431,

Date: UlA9/26

Account #:
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AITKIN
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(218t s27-3761
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PO Number:
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by iacsimile (2181 927-4372, ot by
e-mail lo ritki0oraco.dilkin.mn.i,r
before 9AM on January 27, 2A26,
Please include a lull name and
completo mailing address with all
correspondenceg.

Published in ihe
Aitkin Independani Age

January 14,2A26
'1513094



NOTICE OF IIEARING

On January 27,2026 at 10AM and in accordance with MN Statute 394 and,Rule 11 of the Aitkin
County Ordinances and Procedures of the Board of Commissioners Meeting Procedures and

Rules of Business, the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners will continue its Public Hearing
from the January 6,2026 regularly scheduled meeting, on the proposed amendments to the
Aitkin County Shoreland Ordinance. A second reading will occur on this date, as well as the
proposed adoption of these amendments.

A summary of the proposed changes are as follows:
o Secfion 2.7 - Adntnrstrative additions to and revision of definitions
o Section 4.25 - Administrafive update of the classification list for land uses

o Section 7.22 - Administrative updated language on vegetation alterations
o Section 9.82- Open Space/Common Open Space Adminisfrative Change

The following is the past and present tentative timeline for the proposed amendments:

June 18 - July 18. 2025: 30 Day Press Release for written public comments on proposed amendments.

July 31. 2025: County Board "Committee of the Whole" public meeting to discuss the proposed

amendments andreceive comments from the public.
September 22.2025: Aitkin County Planning Commission's held public workshop and received public
comments on proposed amendments.
November 17. 2025: Aitkin County Planning Commission Public Hearing on the proposed amendments.

Jaruar.v 6.2026: Aitkin County Board of Commissioners Public Hearing and First Reading of proposed

amendments.
Jamary 27.2026: Aitkin County Board of Commissioners continuation of the Public Hearing, Second

Reading, and tentative approval of proposed amendments.

A fulItext version of the proposed Aitkin County Shoreland Management Ordinance can be

found in its entirety online at: https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/ under News & Notices. It is also

available for public review at the Aitkin County Planning andZoning Office at the Aitkin
County Government Center during regular business hours. Comments can be submitted in
wdting to the Aitkin County Planning andZoningOffice: 307 2"d St NW, Rm 219, Aitkin, MN
5643I,by facsimile (218) 927-4372, or by e-mail to aitkinpz@co.aitkin.mn.us before 9AM on

January 27,2026. Please include a full name and complete mailing address with all
correspondences.



WHEREAS, in an effort to regutate [and use practices that protect surface water quatity, protect
near shore habitat, and protect shoretand aesthetics, the Aitkin County Shoretand Management
Ordinance regutates shoretand zoning with standards in ptace to mitigate possible adverse impacts
to the heatth, safety, and wetfare of surrounding properties and environments.

WHEREAS, Aitkin County is experiencing and is expected to experience a continued marked
increase in shoretand zoned apptications to inctude new buitdings, vegetation atterations, and
generat [and atterations; AND

WHEREAS, Minnesota Administrative Rutes 6120.2500 through 3900 governs State shoretand
regutations, with Aitkin County initiatty adopting it's Shoretand Ordinance in 1992, and making
further amendments in 2001,2005, 2008, 2011 ,2012,2017, and 2018; AND

WHEREAS, Aitkin County desires to amend the current ordinance in order to improve organization,
understandabitity, and enforceabitity of the current Shorel,and Ordinance; AND

NOWTHEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED, the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners does hereby
authorize the proposed amendments of the Aitkin County Shoretand Management Ordinance

Adopted this 27th Day of January, 2026 By The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners.

Attest:

J. MarkWedet
County Board Chair

David J. Minke, County Administrator
Cterk to the County Board

STATE OF MINNESOTA}
couNTY oF ArrKlNl
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